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Research on the Design of Wuhan Cultural and Creative Products Based on the Ecological and Cultural
Symbols of the Yangtze Finless Porpoise

o
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Abstract

Wuhan accelerates as a Yangtze central city for global cultural tourism through integration and
branding. Cultural and creative products serve as important carriers for the dissemination of urban culture,
and their design level directly affects the shaping of the city s image and the enhancement of cultural soft
power. The Yangtze finless porpoise, a rare species unique to the Yangtze River basin, possesses a natural
endowment to become a symbol of urban ecological culture, with its iconic “smiling” shape and water-loving
habits that align with Wuhan's “river city” water—related genes

Using literature review and case analysis , this study explores Wuhan’ s cultural product design and
consumer needs. The survey results indicate that consumer demands primarily focus on three aspects: regional
cultural identity, symbol recognition, and emotional resonance. Therefore, this study proposes a design
strategy of “symbol translation, visual reconstruction, and scene implantation” : first, abstract and
personify the image of the finless porpoise to generate an IP image with Wuhan's distinctive characteristics;
then, incorporate landmarks such as the Yellow Crane Tower and the Yangtze River Bridge, along with Wuhan’s
regional colors, into the visual system; finally, embed cultural symbols into daily use scenes and ritual
scenes around urban festivals such as the Crossing the Yangtze River Festival. This set of strategies can
effectively bridge the gap between the image of the finless porpoise and Wuhan citizens, providing an operable
path for the development of Wuhan's cultural and creative industries

Keywords: Yangtze finless porpoise ecological culture cultural symbol Wuhan cultural and creative products
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